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Soumya Netrabile, Wedding Party, 2018, oil on canvas, 24 x 30 in. Image courtesy of the artist.

Soumya Netrabile (b. 1966) is a contemporary abstract
painter and ceramist based in the Chicago area of the United
States. Her paintings are a fusion of anatomical, organic, and
plant forms that build imaginary landscapes with a color
palette that oscillates between vibrant colors and muted



With her ceramic sculptures, she takes recognizable, familiar
forms and reinvents them to take on new identities. Soumya
has always had a strong sense of herself as a maker and she
can’t remember a time when she didn’t think of herself as an
artist. We delve into her practice to learn more about her
work.

Soumya Netrabile exploring the Swiss Alps, Summer, 2019. Image courtesy of the artist.



Tell us about your background. Where are you from originally
and where did you grow up?

Did where you grew up influence you becoming an artist? And
how?

Were your family supportive of you making art then and now?



Where do you find inspiration and who are the artists you
admire most?

Did you study art? And if so, where?



Soumya Netrabile, Circuit Painting, 2018, oil on paper mounted to board, 16 x 20 in. Image
courtesy of the artist.



Soumya’s paintings are active, colorful, abstract, and organic
shapes that fluctuate, sometimes consuming the entire
canvas, pushing the perimeters of space. These bodies of
shapes meld and move together, expanding and contracting,
alluding to daydreams conjured straight from the imagination
and the natural world.  

Why did you choose painting as your primary medium?

Can you tell us about your painting process?



Soumya Netrabile, Calculated Desire, 2019, oil on paper, 18 x 24 in. Image courtesy of the artist.



Soumya Netrabile, The Black Seeds, 2020, oil on canvas, 16 x 20 in. Image courtesy of the
artist.

The color red is consistent in most of your work. How do you
feel about this color?



How do you decide what colors to use?

Soumya’s sculptures are composed of miscellaneous parts
and pieces that she shapes and bends to create invented,
organ-like forms that are influenced by nature and anatomy.
Primarily working with terracotta and stoneware, she
translates her visions into physical forms that take on a life of
their own.

Aside from painting and drawing, you also make ceramic
sculptures.  How did that come about?



Souyma Netrabile, Elliot Darling, 2018, black stained terracotta, 14 x 10 in. Image courtesy of
the artist.



What about glazes? Do you make your own?



Soumya Netrabile, Work in Progress, 2020, unglazed terracotta clay sculpture. Image courtesy
of the artist.



Soumya Netrabile working in the studio, 2018. Image courtesy of the artist.

Tell us about your studio practice?



Soumya Netrabile, The Red Mountain, 2020, watercolor and ink on paper, 11 x 14 in. Image
courtesy of the artist.



What are you currently working on?

Soumya’s work is a part of an exhibition (Nothing But)
Flowers at Karma Gallery in New York City running July 30 th

—September 13 th  2020.

Soumya’s dedicated work ethic is inspiring and motivating.
She is an artist who doesn’t hold back when it comes to
exploring and testing the waters. Being open to new
challenges and discoveries only strengthens her practice and
we’re looking forward to seeing what’s yet to come from her
brilliant imagination. You can follow Soumya’s work here.

Artist and Writer. Marga is fascinated and inspired by the ancient world, art
history and archaeology. You can find more of her work here:
www.margapatterson.com
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