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Robert Burnier’s Objects of Allure
at Andrew Rafacz Gallery
Not quite painting, and not quite sculpture, the work Robert Burnier has 
made over the past decade—and for which he’s become well known—fits 
easily within the category of what Donald Judd called “specific objects."
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volume, proportions and scale. But where consistency in the beginning 
can appear deliberate, after a while it can begin to seem unconsidered. 
Rather than embrace its surroundings by literally framing a portion of 
the wall, “Horuso II” looks strangely diminished if not overwhelmed by 
it. It pleases me to imagine a larger version—double, triple its size—
commanding the wall and our attention. Implying the other objects are 
closed, Burnier refers to the diamonds as “open.” Open as in unfolding, 
an openness and opening—may he pass through it to discover a 
dimension of possibilities yet unseen, yet unfelt.
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Burnier-who last month was named to Newcit 's Art 50, 2025 list (he 
was also named to Newcit 's Art 50, 2023 list)-continues to enjoy a 
good deal of success. After mounting his first solo exhibition at London's 
Corvi-Mora gallery last year, his work was included in group shows at 
the Schneider Museum of Art in Washington State and the Astrup 
Fearnley Museum in Oslo, Norway. In June he held a residency with 
Blank Projects in Cape Town, South Africa, where he has also shown, and 
in July he was awarded a Pollock-Krasner Foundation grant. 

Robert Burnier's "Thumb Piano" is on view at Andrew Raf acz, 1749 West 
Chicago, through November 1. 




