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Can you share some of your recent influences? Are there specific works-from visual art, literature, film, or music-

that are important to you? 

My recent influences are broad. I listen to a lot of podcasts, 'The Secret Adventures of Black People," "lntersectionality 

Matters," "Nice White Parents," "This Is Uncomfortable," and "Death, Sex and Money" to name a few. Investigative 
journalism informs the viewpoints I chose to use when developing my compositions. This summer I'm in a book club 

reading, "How to Be An Antiracist" by lbram X. Kendi and watching the Hulu series "The Handmaid's Tale." 



Who are some contemporary artists you're excited about? What are the best exhibitions you've seen in 

recent memory? 

In April 2021 I visited the Wynwood art district in Miami to see the exhibition UNDERCURRENT by Ema Ri at Spinello 

Projects. He is a young Cuban artist that is using drywall as an art medium to create paintings. I was awestruck by the 

conceptual idea and his technique. In the second week of June, I saw the artists Allana Clarke and Jeffery Meris in 

Un/Common Proximity. This was the culmination exhibition for the 2020 NXTHVN Fellows that is up until August 2021 

at James Cohan Gallery. I was fascinated by the various materials these artists are using in their practice. I have also 

enjoyed seeing Kennedy Yanko's sculptures. Her use of scrap metal is phenomenal. 

Do you have any tips or advice that someone has shared with you that you have found particularly helpful? 

Commit to yourself that what you create isn't a hobby. Establish a schedule that will allow you to pour energy into your 

craft every day then share what you regularly do in the capacity that best suits your work. This could be on social 

media, in local galleries, at school, and/ or at an art fair. 
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